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‘| Shin, ° = ides” Torsacsty 7 aor F ae - oa grain ee ae 
| San See ws ree ae Prot ons cine paar 
He “ pretenecis Chow Fub, Provincial Judge | Water ; economy, freedom from the delay | 
5: : Caused by the frequent shallowing, and | 
ta from the theft oftice by the boatmen, who 
t - ' sprinkle pe iv to the rice tu —. their 
.| ways before Prince Ch‘un (the Emperor’ . | thefts by lingats bulk, and thus cause it | 
» father) the basset the Hal Kin Temte, | te ae Moca ps Sage 
‘ plies = ae. re : Government stores or cargo of any descrip- 
. ’ — a tion is in question, 
| ) The Kai-ping railway from Diaeaian tot (3) The embankment will serve as a long 
' Yen-chwang, 85 li; thence to the river- . | @yke-to protect the villages and fields fr an’ | 
_ bank outside Tientsin West Gate, 175 li; . the perivdical inundations of the Yiin He 
_ isin fine working order, no hitch having and Fung He. The surplus water will still, 
 @ecurred except some delay caused by the _ however, find a means of egress by the : 
| heavy rains. The cost, including rolling, arches of the bridges and by ‘the draius ; 
| stock, bridges, stations, and goddwns, which will be built. 
has come to something over 1,500,000) (4) During the rainy season just before 
Taels, including a temporary foreign loan, autumn, carts and horses find great difti- 
@ Government subsidy, and the con- culty in getting along; while-the water- 
tributions of the Chinese shareholders. ruad is impeded sometimes by floods, some- 
The subsidy is 160,000 Taels, and after’ times, on the other hand, by shalluwing of“ 
the ice sets in there will be leisure to the water. All the students gving to Peking 
furnish the Government with a detailed ac-. for examination, and all the merchants 
count of how the money has been applied. | who travel that way, will look op the new ° 
The railway already built, of 260 Ui in all, railway as ‘‘a boon and a bie i 
was travelled over personally on October stations en route. will vadh pt 
9th by the Viceroy from Tientsin to Tang- and trade in its own Bien: Calta ‘and 
shan, ‘traversing an iron bridge of 800 feet give employment to nut carts and 
over a river, and 48 other wooden and boats, as has been found wadly on the 
iron bridges, and he expressed - himself Tientsin-Taku line. * , 
much pleased with its solidity and smooth- (5) Russian merchants sending tea to 
mess. Every engine can draw 30 to 40 os Biberia all send it from’ Tientsin to 
cars. The popular prejudices against | Tungchow, and much of this tea will be 
railways have vanished. egg for * sent by railway, as they constantly find 
‘the patronag _ great difficulty in getting boats owing to | 
mt, three. of the sihislgat Chinese these being monopolised by the grain-, 
 « Siaret %, Chén Ch‘érg-teh, Wu a transporting people, 
si, Yueh Hier i ; When the railway to Tungchow oN 
ave _ it will then be more practicable to build 
' named ne Ad: eastwards to Shan Hai Kyom: some 200. 
| “—_ ty. Pi heir report to the latter Board li, aud even southwardgeie’ Testing Jian 
c ives - Rition, which is to the fllons | over 1,000 li, the 9 ilways’ which ‘th 
irks | . re agli Meas a ae 
‘Phe | 
| by ‘biatie : | | he cumple 
D my al oat of the country where it | “ailWay A aes sathglichin 
ot i, as it obtained every day from sipplyef funds which is of more 
; 600 , . OO passengers besides coals and fied wdvaitage, and by its financial 
“ptlieefngight. Its extension, therefore, to / results will inspire the public with that 


? t in the first place, is strongly confidence which will elicit the contribu- 
ma BN Vista ahoald bee ttuine before build- tions required for greater euterprises. 


| TERny to Shen Hai Kwhn, forithd|-— | At preseditive Company bags at: theit' 
fol Ric five reasons, the first three of. _ disposal the services of an experienced 
which inolve the interests of the Govern- _ personnel and skilled labour, and before | 


_ ment as well as of the shareholders aud the ' | their dispersion the opportunity should be 


| public. taken of utilising them for work in which 
(1) it the railway-to-Tungchow ——) Nie leave Seeadlantnaitiched-ee sedate: : 


' tioned, the Company are, prepared to pay } The above remarks of the unofficial Com- : 
_ the Admiralty 10 per cent. on the profits. mittee meet with the warm support of the | | 
Although these cannot of course be exactly | before-named ofticiale, who remind the 
| fone they cannot fail to be considerable, _ Viceroy that the backwardness of share- 
: this percentage will form a source of holders in coming forward was due to their 
aa as constant and lasting as Customs | uncertainty whether. the Tientsin railway 
ete. Should the K‘ai-p‘ing-Tientsin would be continued to Tungchow, all being 
line receive a Sorcnaaiing in consequence of opinion that this would be the best pay- 
pds ' , tine i in continua- ing section. ‘To reassure them, the Sixth 
tay | | Regplation Sipe ised that, if conceded, the 
concession for all i railways extending to a 
distance of 500i from Tientsin should be 


given to thie c oe Company. _ | 


TO this Report the Viceroy has replied 
expressing his satisfaction with the result 
of his tour of inspection on the Yenchwang, | 
Tientsin and Yenchwang-Tangshan lines, | 
which will be of great value for the safe and | 
speedy transport of troops and munitions | 
of war, ‘‘atill better than steamers,” as he | 
expresses it, His Excellency declares | 
that he believes the new railway will afford 
the five advantages detailed by the un- 
official members (the Chinese are nothing 
if not numerical), From Tientsin | 
Tungehow lies the great road from Sotith | 


: 


to North, and a railway between there two | _ 
points is bound to pay well and to benefit | 

both the Government and the public in 
general. The Viceroy therefure has great: 
pleasure in communicating to the Hai-kiin 
Yaméu the petition of the Company to be 
allowed to extend the line to Tungchow, 
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Their ecctlentied f 
to make this report 
tion from certain sha 


said 


to Safeguard their 


greater subsidy to thepState. _ They (i.z., Shén 
Pao Chéng and Chou Pay jwe recommended 
by the Board of Admiralty fm their memorial to 
the Phrone last.year ta 7p e Directors of 
the ex ei i fat time 
they to 

ili "ons of 


the people, besides: which 


the shareholders*to el Board of Mana- |} 
gers, and also formulated | ruta a ions for the 
carrying out Of the project, Fad 


As soon as’ all Lag trl 
- Mam ate of the Railway @or 
ape set about to raise funda oe 
ing sta | 
‘ork without a oon 


from 
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ea : ‘ Cs a * Rome ; z 3 
in 1... the Vic 
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40 AUURA 
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fs ‘We afi 
earn cay “requested the Viceroy’ t to ‘abe al 


portion» 


“an a ing the exten- 
| >Tungchow im accordance 
she gh de 


Gem th: ae om pees 
ea) ithe 1 a ofa peti-| 
holde vate 0 plead for the 


xtension of the entsin Railway, in order 
| , and to return a 


the earnest 


Some 


——— 


ave directed | 


arranged, 


purchase materi 


the § 


‘the shares. In 


-¥g After ¢ idering th 
|} whether Eee the Sind 


ere. ail Overjoyed, and Will now engage in the 
Ma sewith greater zeal thah ever. But 
Bch a eit all difficulties withthe people 


| affairs, there is no further 

e . tors’ is rape 

spec g to e 
ths est there may be no m+ hor 4 

| prokeetiondianey would su that Liu | 

‘fang, the Acting Customs’ Taotai of Tie 

and Hu Jé-fen, Territorial, Tadtai, ~~ - 


hay to“Mfford such ‘Tee bekeoe. 


eto time be required. The 

retiring, would submit: a’ petition which they 
ha¥e received from certain shareholders, setting 
forth the advantages of-an- The p mmediate staysion 
of the line to Tungchow. tition states 
as follows : Although the nose ne of railway. 


is in its experimental gs. yet THe freight 
bens coal and _metchapdi “ alréady consider- 
‘able, besid@ Which from soo to 800 passengers 
daily travel ip the ‘trains. Since freight and 
passenger traffic in 4 comrparatitely. out-of-the- 
way region is’ thus es actory, it ig evident 
eee the pepple are well’ pleased * with the 
innovation, @ > enterprise “has every pros- | 


pect of subcesg. In the future, railways will be | 


of thé greatesteitility to the State in the, matter 
of coast defence, int ot as*they will enable 
soldit pees transported 
with? P and rapidity. But in 


thes ni 


as | great enterprise the 
people are prone 


at rtain fears and sti$pi- 


cions, and nd wilt 3 a ke active participation 
(thereis, It was abs sgl y necessary, therefore, 
to temporarily cont ‘act ; eg loan in order 


to arrive at a spéedy complefion of the line, and 
thus fulfil the desire of LF .the Seventh Prince. 
Its quite impracticable, Eadwever, to at "nee 
undertake ‘the extéfision to’ Shan-hai-kuan, 
‘because that region being near to. the® sea, 
‘desolate and unpopulous, business canfiot be 
‘profitable, and merchants will not subscribe to 
stern countries, when railways 
' were first introducedythey were located through 
the most. prosperow and -populous regions, so 
that the péople’s confidence was at once secured. 
¢ matter from every point, 
fage of the Government 
or the railway corporation, the petitioners are 
of the Opinion that a Wise policy would require 
the line-to be first egtended to Tungchow and 
when that extensionsig completed, other lines 
will be easy of acconiplis There are five 
important considerations why this extension | 
is advantageour. In the’ present state . 
us requiremen - d hothing is more urgs 
On, 


ast defence, and in order to eae 4 

“@elfence nothing is more needed 

f sanction be given to thé constru 

ne tn to. Tungchow, the sharcholdg 

ili that one-tenth of their net ¢ 

ld} annually given tO the coast defence 
8 a return to the Board of Adm 


in the. Vi the sth day of the gth aon | 
i, t 


) se ee lepacoreng s and staslure i e 
far sur bigs. at ney of steamers, | 
Was loud asd. Getgountbanive in his 3 
- When. the secmeeey heard how 
Stor. was with | the railway they 


BB 


anting of the concession. Thoug Ro 
mate can be given to this a 


» aes: 


subsi y, yet it is: reasonable to, expect t that the] 
amount will not be trifling, and this additional 
income may be r ed asa of the revenue. 
If by reason of the Tungchow extension, the 
business of the Tientsin-Tongshan line should, 
be materially increased, the. shareholders of that | 
line will also be willing to similarly subgi 
the coast defence funds, and thus considg 
additional income will be derived. 2ndiyt, 
the transportation of tribute rice to Tutigchov 

whenever the river becon es shallow, the railw ay 


can be utilized, with muth 
than by the use of boats, bes e 
freedom from stealing, and dampness to th 
And whatever else the” ‘Government a5" fo 
transport, the railway. will Carry it with ere 
economy and surpassing speed. A3rdly. 
_track of the ‘vailwagt is is laid .on'@ Mig 


mehasing land have been — 
4 is perfectly. capoble ot 


ftp 
bie S 
“~*~ 


the side of a river will! serve asa barrier against 
flood, so that. when the Yun Ho or the Freng 
He overflows, the ficlds and houses will be 
protected from inundation. The bridges along 
the line will afford adequate outlets for the 
Hood-water to spread itself. The dbove three 
considerations are of great advantage to the | 
Government. 4thly. The country between 
Tientsin and Peking during the ‘season. of 
the autumn rains is exceedingly difficult for 
travelling, and whenever any river overflows, 
much of the land is a su that travelling is 
attended with great hardships. The students 
who proceed to Peking for the literary exainina- 
tions, and those merchants who trade bet ween 
_Tientsin and the Capital ate all eagerly looking 
forward to the speedy construction of the 
Tungchow line. Wher the line fs completed, 
flourishing market towns will spring up along 
the route, and great busifi@ss activity wil! be 
given bo the different cities; towns, and Villages, 
so ial wa increasing dema r boats and carts 
willOe oreated. » Tae Tientsin-Taku 
sectio# as an illu solutely certain 
that boatmen and ca Pthe line will not 
be deprived of their liveli but, on the con- 
trary, their earnings will be increasedly. sth. 


The Russian merchants all forward their tea to} | 


Russia efd Tungchdw, and during thé season | 
when the tribute rice is being transported, there | 
is ah insufficient number of boats, and much | 
trouble arises therefrom. ‘If a railway line be 
construeted, transportation can be made by land 
as well as by the river,and we should reap the 

rofit of the freight to augment the-working 
income of the line. These two congiderations 
are advantageous to the public. 

A railway, in order to be capable of successive 
extensions, must be profitable to the capitalists 
as well as to the Government. The Tientsin- 
Taku line, being located adjacent to the Pe:ho 
and the Taku Bar, much of thé freight is; 
monopolised by steamers and” sailing vessels, 
so that the earnings Of the lingJrom its passenger 


and freight traffic will hardly-he ad 
liquidate. the. Company's debts, to | 
Government a subsidy, and @& defray tig 
ing expenses ofthe railway. at 

~~ Without the assistance of “ive Tungehow fine, 
~ the funds of, the - Company. will soongbe 
exhausted, and the rl although family 
commenced, will-be difficult 6f achieving suceess. 


In the memorial of the Board of Admiralty 1@t | 


[omprete to his people. is 


frontiers, but wealthy men will be found who 
, Will ingest their capital to construct a line to 
Chingkiang-fu, a distance of over 2,000 #. H. E. 
the Seventh Prince has the welfare of his 
\country at heart, and whatever is of ‘real 
f iy Prithin” his: 
comprehension. Just now all esses in Tientsin 
nd Tungchow, without “aoMlissentient pyoice 
Among them, are eagerly waiting for the spe 
ompletion of the desired hne If Sancti: 
Weranted, the petitioners will yndertuke to invite 
ae and raise. the necessary capita, and 
Su ploy the present experienced staff of en mein 
jand workmen, thus to secure speedier com- 
gletion of work and greater economy @f expense, 
hey earnestly hope that the above’ Considera- 
ons may be immediately laid before H. E. the | 
iceroy, and by him submitted to the Board 
Admiralty. ‘ ie 
The above petition was received fromm the 
shareholders, The Directors beg to’ rémark 
at in the memorial of the Board of Admiralty 
st year, it was provided that upon completion 
f the Tientsin-Tongshan Railway, it should be 
xtended to Shan-hai-kuap. | Company’s 
‘Phareholders, however, now. request for the 
Ixtension of the Tungchow line first, and it 
ould appear that; while for. considerations of 
ast defence the Shan-ki-kuan line is more 


* 


| gel , it was, 
6th Regulation t eneyer | 
of the railway should be made 
from 306 to 500 @ from |. 
7 ‘porated within this 
ompany, and this arrangement was Sanctioned. 
Whe present petition of the shareholders, there- 
‘pre, is pertinent, as the, quéstion discussed 
yticerns yitally their interests. The Directors 
bmit these -considerafions to) H. E.. the. 
wceroy that he may communiggte them to 
the Board of Admiralty and by th@ laid before 
‘the Throng. Pg 
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when the mines in @ 
ld be developed’ rail 
: The mines to | 


year, it was stated-t 
vicinity of Peking 8 
peor can, be. Made. 
east of Peking*arg,now in need 
connect Freon oak an extension be le { 
Tungchow ach advantage and convegy 

will accrue thetéfrom, and the mercantile ® 

will eagerly® come forward to shareging 
enterprise.) After this line is construgted, 
" be. practicable. 


Cea 
Ed 


4 " 
+ 


Shan-hai-kuan ling,adista ict ,of ‘Only over 
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whose good services are-much appreciated 
by the Viceroy Li, Sir Robert Hart, and 
Admiral Lang. 3 

The building of the dock proceeds fairly, 
though not so fast as had been expected at 
one time, owing to the difficulties which 
had to be encountered on the west side of 
the basin, ' The wall there has to be founded 
on a bank of pure black mud. The abut- 
ments which were sunk into the mud, 
substantial as they were, fell over in all 
directions like cranky ships or top-heavy 
men when the mud became unstable 
during the rains, and before the abutments 
reached solid soil. The French engineers 
tried but in vain to straighten the walls 
and establish them firmly, and Monsieur 
Griffon, the chief engineer, used many in- 
genious devices to the admiration of all 
beholders, who trusted he would ultimately 
succeed in his efforts. — 

You said in your paper of the 3rd Nov. 
that the French engineers had now over- 
come the water which had run into the 
basin during the heavy rains, but this state- 
ment requires some modification, in so far as 
that the last tenth of the inundation defies 
all efforts-to-get rid of it. As long as the 
water was over a certain depth, say 6ft. 
the pumps were able to diminish it at the 
-rateof 3in. or gin. daily, but when it came 
to about the 6ft. level a leak was dis- 
covered that cannot yet be stopped, and 
the lower the surface of the falling water 
the greater is the external pressure on this 
leak. Indeed the powerful pumps have, 
during the last fortnight, had but little 
effect on it. Taking the affair altogether, 
the difficulties of building this dock are 
very great, and all Monsieur Griffon's 
talents and experience are required to finish 
the work. On the other hand, the work- 
shops and magazines are coming near to 
completion. They are very fine and novel 
specimens of archithecture, not surpassed in 
this country. A round chimney is rising. 
It will be 100 feet high. Without doubt 
_the French contractors are doing their Work 
well. 

The Yiksang brought us 3,000 cases of 
“ cocoa powder” for the heavy guns of 
the fleet and for the batteries of Port Arthur. 
is powder came from the firm of Cramer 

hholz of Ribeland. 
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Diplomacy in Ancient China. 
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[Abstract of a paper read by Dr. Martin at a 
meeting of the Peking Oriental Society 


on the 25th of October. Supplied by reqnest. } 
~ Diplomacy is an art ee 


‘ 


but one for which they evince a marvellous 
aptitude. With them it is the revival ofa lost 
art—one which rose with the feudal institu- 
tions of the Chows, and flourished most in 
the stormiest period of that famous dynasty. 
Diplomacy may be defined as the art of 
conducting the intercourse of nations. It 
supposes the existence of states that carry 
on their intercourse on a footing of equality. 
This makes it evident why it flourished in 
the period referred to ; why it disappeared 
like.a stream absorbed iu the sands of a 
boundless desert ; and why it has re-appeared 
in our own day, after an interval of more 
than two thousand years. 


The triumph of Ch‘in, by which all rival 
states were swept from the arena, was the 
death-blow of ancient diplomacy, The 
empire was thenceforth one and indivisible 
from the desert of Tartary to the borders of 
Burmah, and from the foot of the Hima- 
layas to the shores of the Eastern sea. No 
rival, no equal, was known to exist on the 


face of the globe. Envoys no longer sped 
on secret missions from court to court 


Alliances ceased to be formed, because there 
was no state whose friendship could bring 
strength, or whose opposition could occasion 
danger... Diplomacy in any proper sense 
was impussible, and all that the Chinese of 
later ages could know of it was a legend of 
the past, which connected itself with a few 
illustrious names. 

The best way to treat the subject on the 
present occasion is to take up some of those 
“names,” and endeavour to evoke from 
them the busy actors in a slow but momen- 
tous revolution. 


To trace the ‘steps by which a petty 
principality in the north-west attained 


to such preponderance that all the other 
states combined to check its progress, 
‘forms one of the most instructive chapters 
in Chinese history ; but it does not belong 
to the subject of this paper. The princes 
of Ch'in, rude and _ uncultivated as 
they were, displayed for the most part 
that element of greatness which consists 
in the choice of the fittest instruments. 
These they sought both at home and 
abroad, attracting to their Court men 
of talent from neighbouring countries by 
the offer of high office and great rewards. 
One instance out of many will suffice to 
illustrate the effect of this policy. A 
young man by the name. of Shang Yang, 
who was well versed in political science, 
sought employment with the Prince of 
Wei. The prince hesitated. ‘“ Kill him,” 
said his Minister, “if you do not employ 
‘him ; but never permit him to give his 


na AP RE be meen 


great abilities to the service of a rival state.” 
The prince still hesitated ; and Shang 
Yang proceeded tothe Court of Ch‘in, where 
he was warmly welcomed, and reformed 
everything from the tenure of land to the 
discipline of the army. It was largely 
through his influence that his adopted 
country attained such power as to threaten 
the independence of all the other principali- 
ties. | 

It was here that diplomacy 
the stage as a leading factor 
ing the destiny of states. The diplomat 
became the most conspicuous figure of the 


came on 


in decid- 


age, rising above the generals, because gen- 
erals marched as he directed ; more influen- 
tial even than princes, because the prince 
decided in accordance with the far-sighted. 
views of his diplomatic adviser. Jove sat 
wrapped in his pavilion and 
Mercury engrossed the scene as he sped 
back and forth on winged sandals. 

The period is that when Alexander was 
pushing his congests in the West of Asia ; 
the arena that portion of China which lies 
to the north of the Yangize-kiang. 

If we follow some 
we shall see them gathering the states 
into groups, binding them’ by treaties, 
and hurling them against opposing con- 
federations. The two principal: groups 
are Ch‘in and its adherents in the North- 
west ; and Ch‘i Chao and others in the 
East. The principal agents in arraigning 
them against each other are two diploma- 
tists named Suchin and Changi. 


of clouds, 


of these envoys 


They issued from the same school, but 


‘they became implacable enemies, and their 


lives were spent in a ceaseless conflict. Su 
was the senior, and he had the good for- 
tune to be the first to conceive and carry 
out a magnificent project. That was the 
formation into a solid phalanx of the six 
Eastern States to resist the advance of the. 
rising power of the North-west. 

Alone and unfriended he presented him- 
self at the Court of Yen, on the site of 
our present Peking. Here it was, on the 
very ground where we are now assembled, 
that the grand drama began to unfold. 
Without influence, he found 
no ready way to open the doors of the 
great ; and for a whole year danced atten- 
dance on numerous courtiers before he 
could‘induce anyone to procure him an 


money ¢ OF 


interview with the Prince. 


That interview was decisive. Su was 
not the only one who saw the danger to 
which the other states were exposed by the 
aggressions of Cli‘in; but he alone saw 
how it could be averted. In eloquent 
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terms he sex forth the necessity of immedi- 
ate action ; and showed that the only hope 
of successful resistance lay in the forma- 
tion of an alliance, which, diverting the 
forces of the six states from the mad work 
of mutual destruction, would turn their 
united strength against a common foe. 
The prince was delighted, the feasibility of 
the scheine was no longer doubtful, and by 
carrying it into execution he would secure 
to himself the honour of taking the lead in 
a patriotic movement of unparalleled im- 
portance. He invested Su with the rank 
of ambassador ; and despatched him with 
letters of credence to the Courts of 
the other five powers—a precedent which 
the Chinese of our day still keep in view 
when they send an envoy with credentials 
to half the powers of Europe. 


Su exposed to each his plan of mutual 
defence, and obtained from each a pledge of 


adhesion, conditional on the co- a 
of all. 


By gaining the Prince of Ch‘u, he forged 
successfully the last link of his long chain 
—a chain strong enough to confine ar un- 
scrupulous aggressor within bounds ; and 
to secure in a great measure the blewsiags 
of peace to a family of states hitherto 
discordant and belligerent. “ For fifteen 
years,’ says the historian, “ the armies of 
Ch‘in did not dare to show themselves out- 
side the mountain pass of Hanku.” 


The man who could effect this was 
worthy of all the honours that could be 
heaped upon him. His chief dignity was 
that of President of the Sextuple League ; 
and in order that he might render it effec- 
tive each of the six powers conferred on 
him the seal of a separate chancellorship. ” 


The masterly arguments by which Su con- 
quered his ascendancy are given tn extenso 
in the voluminous. work of Szema. They 
read more like state papers than like the 
speeches that Livy is wont to put into the 
mouth of his heroes. How skilfully he 
adapts his mode of address to the disposi- 
tion of each ruler? In one he kindles am- 
bition, in another jealousy ; he flatters the 
pride of a third, and awakens the shame of 
a fourth. 


This last case is worth particulari- 
sing. The prince of Han was inclined 
to attach himself to the great power 
of the West. Su concluded his speech, 
by asking “If it was not better to be the 
head of a chicken then the tail of an ox?” 
We Fe RE HE Bh AE Ba prover 
which, from its use on that occasion, has 


acquired an undying REAP. : 


: 


To Su's brother, Sutai, himself a skilful 
diplomatist, is ascribed the proverb : “ When 
bird and oyeter fight together, the fisher- 


man bags both,”’ Akt MPAA, 


one of those shining nuggets, which in 
China the departing stream of time has 
left so plentifully scattered among its Sands. 

The elder Su, by yielding to a tender 
passion, and becoming involved in an 
undiplomatic intrigue, did more to undo 
his life-work than his worst enemy had 
previously been able to effect. 

That enemy was Changi, his quondam 
comrade at the school of Devil’s Hollow 


WA A. In talent little if at all inferior 
to Su, Chang’s career is wanting in that 
unity which imparts a kind of grandeur to 
the achievements of the former. His life 
was divided between internal. administra- 
tion and external politics, As administra- 
tor and military chief he served by turns 
two or three states, always securing a 
temporary preponderance to the one that 
employed him—unlike his rival who served 
six at once, and promoted equally the 
interests of all. 

As a negotiator he. effected one or two 
partial alliances; but his chief claim to 
distinction is the skill he displayed in 
sowing discord among the members of the 
eastern league. 

Smarting under an insult received from 
Su when the league was still in a nebulous 
condition, he posted away to the capital 
of Ch‘in, resolved to devote his life to the 
destruction of the league, as the best way } 
of taking revenge. Winning the con- 
fidence of the Prince, he rose to the highest 
positions in the state, being sometimes 
general, sometimes diplomatic. envoy, and 
more than once clothed with the dignity 
of Prime Minister. 

It was in his diplomatic character that 
he performed the most marvellous feats. 
Labouring to undo the work of Su, he 
continued to keep him in a state of perpe- 
tual anxiety during his life-time, and _ ulti- 
mately to effect the dissolution of the 
confederacy immediately on the death of 
its author. 4 

The most remarkable incident in his 
career occurred in the kingdom of Ch‘u. 


The army of Ch‘u had been totally routed 


in a conflict with Ch'in ; and the Prince 
of the latter demanded as the price of}. 
peace the cession of a disputed territory in 
exchange for another. 

“No,” replied the vanquished chief, 
give me your Chancellor, who has always 
been plotting mischief against me, and I 
will surrender the territory without asking 


a foot of ground in exchange.” 


This was a little like Philip's demand 
for the surrender of Demosthenes—a pro- 
position which the orator likened to 
wolves demanding of shepherds the sur- 
render of their dogs as a condition of peace. 

The Prince reported the strange pro- 
posal to his Minister, probably with no 
thought of compliance. To his surprise, 
Changi answered: ‘lam ready—send me 
to the camp of the enemy.” 

On arrival he was thrown into prison 
and menaced with death, but he had an 
acquaintance at court, whom he could rely 
on as amicus incuria. Through this man 
he conveyed to the reigning beauty a hint 
that the Western Prince was about to send 
a beautiful woman as his ransom. The fair 
favourite took alarm, and procured his re- 
lease without waiting for the ransom. 

Seeking an interview with the Prince, un- 
der guise of thanking him for his clemency, 
he sought to repay his debt of gratitude by 
tendering the best advice in his power— 
that was to abandon the confederacy, and to 
join his fortunes with those of his powerful 
veighbour, 

No translation could do justice to the 
argument Which Changi employed on this 
because it bristles all over with 
allusions to places whose names are strange 
to Europeans, and to facts of history 
which out of China have no significance, 
But the Prince to whom it was addressed 
understood it. How deep the effect it-pro- 
duced may be inferred from the fact that 
his kinsman, Chii-yuen, the gifted poet, 
tried in vain to deter him from following 
Changi’s counsel. Other grievanceshe no 
doubt had ; but failing in this, the poet, like 
Ahithophel, went away and drowned him- 
self. 

On his way home Changi visited the 


occasion ; 


|court of Han, and succeeded in detaching 


the Prince of that country also from the _ 
confederacy. He had gone forth alone and 
unattended—a voluntary victim offering to — 
be sacrificed to the resentment of an enemy. 
He returned, leading in his train the envoys 
of two hostile powers. 

Sent on special missions to the other 
powers, he had the satisfaction of seeing 
them also brought to accept the Ses mony 
of the Prince of Ch'in. 

~ The paper goes on to show ew the 
minor states were alternately attracted and — 
repelled like electrified balls ; and how the 
Eastern confederacy was in part resusci- 
tated by the labours of Kungsun Yen, a 
diplomatist, who on that account is some- 
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- telegram, asks permission to explain the reasons 
_ which have led him to abandon the construction 


(vary ing circumstances of the case. 
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CONDITION OF THINGS AT THE BREACH IN THE 
Yeiuow River. 
At about 8 pan. on the 27th of, November, 
vg réceived through the \ Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang a telegraphic message from the 
Tsung-li Yamén stating that they had been 
commanded by Imperial Decree to inquire as to 
the present condition of the works going’on at 
the breach in the Yellow River, and later in the 
same evening a telegram in reply was forwarded 
to he. submitted to His Majesty. The Director- 
General, itt now forwarding a recorder of this 


of the diverting groin, which was to he rttn out 
from the embankment on the Western side of | 
the breach. This work was started on the 26th) 
-of October, and it was the 7th-of November | 
before a firm foundation coyld be laid in the | 
bottom of the river. A-high wind which argse 
on the 31st October and lasted for several days 
caused ‘such a scour of the face of the embank- 
ment that it took thirteen days to complete the 
first stage ofthe work. While the second section 
was being pregsed forward the danger increased 
to such a nt that the main embankment 
| gave way imp s@eeral places and fell down to the 
[level of the water. On the 9th November, the 
5 


position became so very serious that P‘an Chiin- | 
wén and his entire staff had to use every exer- 
‘tion to safeguard the embankment by shoring 
it up at the sides. The insufficiency of the 
materials added greatly to the difficulty of the 
task, ad after a general survey of the situation, 

beth memorialist and P*an Chiin-wén degided 

that there was neither time nor materials oft 
construct the diverting groin preparatory to’! 

restoring the main embankment, and that their 
whole energy should be devoted to the latter 
work. In all matters there is the established 
rule, and the expedient called forth by the 
The former 
‘is the rule to be adhered to on ordiyary oCcey 
sions, but when the circumstances alter a cor- 


responding alteration must be made in the | 
‘method of dealing with them. Though the 


jeourse now followed by memorialist is one 


adapted to the present condition of things 
yet it has met with much adverse criticism 
both ffom outsiders and eo gaa 
with the work, who have fotestéd against 
the abandonment of the construction of the spit.. 
The work on which nearly a hundred stacks of 
dertaken at memorialist’s suggestion, and to! 
it before it was well ‘commenced 
certainly lays him open to the charge of in- 
consistency. Still after much reflection he feels 
that an obstinate adherence to his former pro- | 
psabewould entail much further waste of 
jmaterials, and afford no guarantee that the 
breach would be closed in proper time. He, |. 


spit, and deyote his whole attention to the clos- 
‘ing of the breach. 


therefore, disregarded the general opinion and 
decided to abandon the construction of the 


In this course of action he 
has been supported by Ni Wén-wei, whom he_ 
consulted on the subject. The werk on the 
western embankment was accordingly recom- 
menced on the 16th of November, and on the 


eastern on the 27th of November, and two 
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gections; one; on each sidehave been already 
completed. As the opening becomes narrower, 
the scour increases and renders the prosecution 
of the task exceedingly dificult. The breach is 
now thirty-two chang,in with, and as it is ne-! 
cessary, on account of the violence of the cur- 
rent to proceed by shorter stages, it is proposed 
to divide the remainder of the work into seven 
sections, thrgegon the eastern side and four on 
the western. As soon as two more sections 
have been completed, it will be imperative 
pto have no stoppage either by 
by day until the whole remaining:.portion 
is Closed by one sustained effort. Memorialist 
is determined .to secure the stability of the 
Work as it goes along, and not to risk the | 
chance of scampigg,st by unduly hastening its | 
Drdgress. Only forty until the | 
Visia-han period (6th January), and as regards | 
Aime, the situation is very urgent. Fortunately, | 
‘howe yer, ‘the water is’ comparatively jow and 
‘manageable, and it is important that every effort 
‘should be made to complet@é*the work while 
there is still no ice on the river. 


or 


night 


days remain 


The collectior 
of the materials still causesy great difficulty, 


teat Tew depots were recently, opetied for 


ee 


‘their purchase, and received up to the 28th 
November last a to al Of 224 stacks. The 
total amountiiin stock is 1,580 stacks to which, 

it is estimated, that 2,000 stacks will be added 
This would 
beésquite, sufficient for the purpose,,but there 
is, of course, a possibility of rain, snow, or bad’ 
Weather or other unforeseen circumstances} 
impeding the arrival of the carts and thus cats- 
ing disappointment. The subject engages” 
memorialist’s earnest attention both night-and ' 
ay, and it is with fear and trepidation that he’ 
harbours the dread of failing to requite the 
Imperial kindness, He hopes, however, to have 
‘the work completed in due time, and thus relieve 


| the constant anxiety felt by the Court. 
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_g DEGREES GRANTED TO AGED CANDIDATES. ~~ 

A memorial presented by the Governor o{ 
Shantung states that it is the custom for the 
Emperor, under certain circumstances, to grant , 
the degree of Provincial Graduate to aged fan- 
hdidates who have been unsuccessful in the 
examination. The persons to whom this favour 
is accorded must be not less han eighty or 
ninety years of age, and must hi ‘ presented 
themselves at the triennial examination not 
less than three times. Among the candidates 
who were examined this autumn there were 
seven of the age of ninety and twelve of 
eighty years and more, all of whom have ful- 
filled the conditions mentioned ebove. The 
memorialist, moreover, has had their essays 
examined, and finds them té be both lucid and 
coherent. He therefore requests that the Em- 
Pperor will be pleased to confer the desired 
‘degree on these aged scholars. 

The succeeding memorial in the same Gazette 
is presented by the Governor of Yiinnan, whoe 
‘states that at the recent exXaminations ia that 
prov ince there were two candidates over eighty 
years of agé who had appeared before the exam- 
jiners three times, and whose compositiogs were « 
‘found to be meritorious. e therefure makes 
the same request on their behalf. The Empeior’s * Se 
Rescript orders both memorials to be handed i 
jto the Board ef Ceremgy més for its report 
hereon. tae 
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TRANSLATION OF A PREFACE 
TO A WORK ON SCIENCE BY 
LI HUNG-CHANG. 

Sir Robert Hatt, Inspector General of 
Customs, having instructed Dr. Joseph Ed- 
kins to translate into Chinese a Science 
Primer Series in Sixteen Parts, and having 
that work now ready for publication, has 


asked me to write a Preface. When ‘the 
jancient spirit-like sages introduced things 
| for the use of the people. * whether they 


were furms and phenomena, order and me- 
chanism, or concrete things all was reality 
and no tissue of mere abstractions. The 


| scholar was expected to be thoroughly con- 


versant with heaven, earth, and man; and 
then a youth, went to school to be‘taught 
writing and counting, the investigation of 
laws and the perfecting of arts, which con- 
stitute the basis of real education. But by 
and by this idea fell into neglect, and there 

rew up a frothy and inane style of learn- 


ing which has been gradually swamping | 


the natural intelligence of our youth anc 
threatening to land the whole Empire in a 
state of general incompetency. In Europe, 


on the other hand, science has long held | 
the first place in education, and at the pre- 
sent time it is more than ever to the front. | 


Schools of acience stand within sight one of | 


another and men of talent come forth from 
them in hundreds. Such are the men who 
rise to eminence in the State, or attain to 
wealth in the community, each one proving 
himself competent in some capiicity to 
further the national prosperity and power. 
_—, Books, os © so are, in 
the original, published by the College (sic 
of Macmillan. Tire principles are io = 

obvious and their application varied and 
extensive ; every subject is made plain from 


'| its first elements to its last details, the p:in- 


ciples being unfolded and the applications 
made in each case. Truly they are excellent 
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*His Excellency’s allusion to the Y iki a 


here is rather awkward. He misquotes and 


ings (i.e. 
tortoise) that the 


misapplies the words SU th L} 
‘They introduced the spirit-like 


iv stalks 


e 
| people might use them (for divination).’ 


ereis not much science in that,— Translator. 
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books for beginners, and the scholarship | 


of Dr. Edkins and the prolific mind of Sir | 
Robert Hart evidenced here both deserve | 


, to be immortalized. Sir Robert has been 


— on 


Bers and Europe. e is a gentleman | 


jlower people who indeed cannot under- 


| of things never befure heard of ; but if he 


re 


now in charge of the Customs for thirty’ 
years, and his perseverance, ability, up-| 
rightuess, and modesty are renowned in- 


: 


| well-known indeed throughout this Empire, | 
and our mutual intimacy has been of still | 
longer standing. On the eve of his de- | 
parture fur Europe on furlough in the 
present year, this work having reached | 
completion, Sir Robert has sent once and | 
again to urge the nem, | of these lines, | 
which is also a fresh reminder of his earnest | 
perseverance, Since I was promoted from 
military service to a viceroyalty in the 
South and in the North, first, at Nanking, 
in connection with the Arsenal, I had books 
of European science translated and printed, 
altogether, large and small, as many as ten ; 
and then, when I canie to Chihli, I estab- 
lished schools and employed European 
teachers for the instruction of the more 
intelligent youths of good families, by 
which means the way has been gradually 
prepared and the matter ventilated, so that 
now a College for higher education is being 
founded ; and Sir bert Hart’s books, 
coming so opportunely and so much in 
accord with my ideas, give me great joy. 
Mencius says, ‘ You may give a man a 
pair of compasses and a square, but you 
cannot make him skilful,’ yet here we have 
the means of making men skilful. Again, 
Confucius says, “People may be made to use 
methods, but cannot i hers. § to understand 
them,’ which Ho Yen takes to refer to the 


ee ee 


stand, but not to scholars whom the Sage’s 
words are meant to stimulate to exer- 
tion, and who ought to understand. 
According to the interpretation of Chu Hi 
it would seem that the Bage’s wish was that 
the people should be all fools ; but that 
sentiment is Lao-taz’s and not at all the 
meaning of the Sage. When in the first year 
of T‘ung Ch‘ih, Dr. Martin of the Tung- 
wén-kwan completed his book ‘An In- 
troduction to Science,” the Vice-President 
Hsii was astonished at the revelations in it 


ier eng 


were to see the present work I think he 
would be still more at a loss for words to 
express his admiration and praise. 


Written by Li Hung-chang, im a 
: Commissioner, Instructor of the 
pe Heir Apparent, Grand Secretary of 


Wén Hwa Tien, Viceroy of Chihli, 


and Earl of the first order of Suyi. 
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|CHINA BRANCH OF THE R.AS. 


The meeting of the China Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, held on Monday 
evening, was much more largely attended 
than usual. The naval element, including 
| several officers from the U.S. and British 
ships in harbour, mustered in strong force, 
j while there were over a dozen ladies 
| amongst the audience, who assembled to 
| hear the result of Captain Usborne Moore's 
investigations respecting the bore of the 
Tsien-tang River, (Hangchow Bay) of 
which up till now we have had so little 
really reliable information. Mr. P. J. 
Hughes presided and briefly introduced 
Capt. Moore, who after a few preliminary 
remarks said that for the purposes of ob- 
servation H,M.’s surveying vessel, Rambler, 
(of which the gallant lecturer is the com- 
mander,) was on the 19th September moor- 
ed off an Island at the 8.W. end of Chapvo, 
; and which will in future be known as 
— lapde This spot is the further- 
most limi? for@he safe navigation, by shi 
of the gulf. Tide poles had been suoeted 
at various points, and arrangements made 
for simultam@ous observations at West 
Volgano Is BO as to make it ible 
| to trace the piugress of the great tidal wave 
from the ocean to the estuary of the river. 
Capt. Moor@and several of his officers then 
{| proceeded an two steam and one sailing 


river to a distance of 30 | 


"the rate of the stream was then 
from 10 to 31 miles an hour, and their first 
experience of the bore and after-rush was 
the water quickly rising 9 feet. But having 
missed their way, the party in the boa!s were 
not able to see the main bore on this ocea- 
sion, and they dropped into the South 


branch-——the bore ascends the river in two | 


separate bodies which meet and overlap at a 
point East of Haining. The 8. branch is 
|| never so high as the Northern, and on 


the present occasion it came in without a | 
cascade. Even then the force of the rush of 


water was very great, as is shown by the 


9ft. Yin. above low water, and must have’ 


sequel, The boats had been grounded at’ 
been at least half a mile from the ae! a 


part of the bore. One of the steam cwWtera 
was anchored -with 33 fathoms of stout ‘ 
chaiu and a 60 lb. anchor, buried in the 
sand, and backed up by four iron weights 
each a quarter ofacwt. There wasfurther 
a 2 cwt. bag of coal on the bight of the 
chain, a fathom and a half from the anchor. 
| The sailing cutter was secured with a 60 Ib. 
bolt anchor, buried in the sand, with 30 
fathoms of grapael, to which two cwt. 
‘bags of coal were also fastened near the 
anchor, Captain Moore’s description of , 
the approach of the bore is very vivid and 
we quote it verbatim. ‘‘ It was a cali still 
night with a little rain hanging about. The 
murmur of the bore in the distance was 
heard at 11.29; the cascade could be seen 
at 11.55, and it passed us with a loud roar 
jat 12.20, well over on the north bank . 
| of the river. All that could be seen was 
ja white steep slope of water, overfalling 
and pouring over itself as it advanced, the 
|viver filling up-to the level of the flood as 
jthe bore wem& by.” In a few minutes 


jafterwards the overflow from the bore. 


| reached the boats and floated them at once. | 

|The steam cutter was brought up with a_ 
| severe jerk, and commenced to drift to the 

westward, thegailing cutter quickly follow- - 
ing, and the two boats dragged 3 miles in 
25 minutes, although the steam cutter was 
going allGM® tite full speed ahead. On 
weighing/the euchors it was found that the 
flukes and @ great portion of the chains had 
been banished till they resembled polished 
silvers The coal in the bags, with the ex- 

ception Of } a cwt. in one, had been all 
| washed out, and the bags filled with sand 
eked so tightly that it had to be cut out 
| withages. The strength of the current must 
have been at 10 miles an hour, and there 
| wasatiinterval of three hours between the ap- 
| ar of the bore at Rambler island and at 
ining. “Next day the bore was seen under 
even move favourable conditions by Lieut, 
Balfour on the Rambler. On this occasion 
the bore was.at.9.45 first seen a proaching at 
| 4or 5 miles from theofing, and it passed the 
vessel at 10.26, the force of the waves when 
4 breaking against her broadside sending 
water into the mizen chains and.spray on 
to the peop. The water then suddenly 

b@ island frour 9 ft. 4 in. below | 

el to 4 ft. 7 in. above mean level, 


water, while the : 
consisted of a long line of breakers | 
and a-wallef water tapering out behind. 


bah. Pa 


* 


Cucina in ADF. 
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The top of she cascade Was surmounted - 


‘| by broken water extending far behind in 


which no ordinary boat could haye lived. 
Captain Moore ‘estimated the height of 
the bore at 9 feet, and the broken water 
behind it at 13 or 14 feet above the , 
level of the river in front, but the Chi- 


‘nese standing by termed this a very mode- } 


rate bore. A nuthber of junks came up 
behind the disturbed water and, though 


‘|there was no wind, entered the river at | 


a great speed. This bore was also ob- 
‘served by three of the officers from the 
Rambler, and as it passed the Pagoda 


| it was travelling at 12.7 miles an hour, 


while its height was estimated at between , 
ten and cen feet. Three gf the 
officers engaged a junk to proceed to Hain- 
‘ing and Hangchow to observe the bore of 
the 23rd September. That night the roar 
of the bore was heard approaching at 11 
o'clock, but they were not able to see it 
from where their boats were grounded, 
The water, however, around rose and 
fell in a most extraordinary manner, to 
a height of three’ feet, several times, , 
without any surface disturbance. This. 
was owing to the conflict between the 
outflowing stream, and the incoming 
flood. Dr. Bassett Smith, who watched 
this bore from some distance at Rambler 
Island, roughly estimated its height at 
under five feet. Subsequent examinations 


‘+made at Hangchow by Mr. Geo. Moule 


established the fact that the range of the 
of the Spring tide at Hangchow does not 
‘exceed six feet, and Capt. Moore said he 
'was reluctantly obliged to disagree with 
Dr. Macgowan’s information to the Society 
some years ago, that he had seen the bore 
in the neighbourhood of Hangchow rise to 
a height of 30 feet (laughter), and that the 
cascade was higher off the city than at the 
mouth of the river. Oapt. Moore based 
his estimate of the height of the bore at 
Hangchow upon the well known fact that 
a bore cannot be higher than high water 
spring tide. .The range of the tide at the 
mouth of the river was from 19 to 20 feet, 
while it could not be more than one-third 
of that at Hangchow, and he referred in 
terms of regret to the doctor’s misleading 
account of the bore as given in Professor 
Maury’s well-known Physical Geography of 
the Sea. From all Capt. Moore’s own ob- 
servations, and those of, his officers, he was 
inclined to set down the limit of the bore 
in the estuary at 15 feet at the utmost. 
He gave a very interesting account of the 


| manner in which the junks are protected 
| from the force of the bore by platforms 
| with narrow steps cut in the sides, and 
of the great sea wall, 35 miles long which 


rotects the country to the north from 
inundation. The part of this wall where 


‘| the force of the bore is greatest is further 
| strengthened by a massive elliptical ‘stone 


buttress 253 feet long and 66 wide, which 


| deflects the flood from the platform upon 


which the junks are drawn up for shelter. 
He described in detail the shelters for junks 


| in this platform, and the sea wall which is 


234 feet above low watér at the Pagoda, 


lwhich is of the most massive character 


and kept in wonderfully good preservation. 
The importance of keeping this work in repair 
is evinced by the factthat the country beyond 
it is from 2 to 6 feet below high water at 
spring tides. The embankment extends 
with more or less regularity from the Tsien- 
tang-kiang to Wusung, round the Yangtse 
cape, a distance of 120 miles, and if this wall 
were to be seriously damaged, there is no 
doubt that the flood would extend as far as 
Shanghai itself, a lay this vast plain under 
| water. Captain & paper which was of 
very great length, ‘over two hours in 
reading, and was listened to with the great- 
est attention, being rewarded with well 
| merited applause. It was illustrated by 
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PROCLAMATION BY THE TUNGCHOW MAGISTRATE. 
THe CONSTRUCTION OF RaILways. 

The following proclamation has been pro- 
mulgated by Chao, Magistrate of the District} 
of Tungchow;: Let it be known to the public | 
that the matter of. laying down railways and 
putting carriages fhd locomotives on them is 
in Obedience to an Imperial Decree, issued in: 
reply to a memorial submitted by the Tsung-li} 
Yamén, and at the tequest of His Excellengg#} 
the Viceroy of Chihti. The China Rai 
Company has been directed to raise the ne 


pate cae Pretansmee ee ens 


shares from the mercantile classe 
_|their line, whatever land is to Begeeded they 
|are to pay for it a just value before taking 
possession. Dwellings and grave yards will be 
avoided wherever pgacticable ; but in cases 
'|where their removal is absolutely necessary, 
‘| fair values will be given for them, besides which, 
| assistance must be afforded towards their removal. 
In places where bridges will have to be built 
across 9 diphes am Ka ort pater courses 

#and where Water outlets flave td be .made, the 

|| will not interfere with the public #highways 
|| Since the eS of the line from Tongshan 
}%. Tientsin, trade in gil the adjacent towns 
farrd* villages? has Amore “than -doubled, while 
N travelling has been facilitated to an unpre- 
‘}cedented degree. The poor, also, have found 
jthe means of obtainieg a livelihood much‘ 
i} j,and the advafitages® resulting from‘ 
‘ e trul Jjanifold. Persons who 


¥) 


| pao were | os Opposed to the 
‘unde | gilding the benefits accruing 


from railways, no ngé their vehement con- 
demnation into enthusiastic praise. Instructions 
have been received to extend the line to Tung- 
| chow, and already the Managers of the Railway 
‘Company, together with the foreign engineers, 
jare surveying the line, marking out the land 
| by means of flags, and taking other preliminary 
| steps preparatory to building the line. Fears 
being entertained lest the populace, who are 
ignorant of the great intages of railways, 
may cause undue obstruction, 1, the Magistrate: 
promulgate this proclamatidij,avhereby all classes, 
in the district under my jurisdiction are informed 
that they must peacefully «attend to their 
vocations ; and not be influeficed by foolish talk 
or unfounded rumours, leading them to create 
disturbance and bring trouble upon themselves.’ 
At the same time I have despatched my runners,! 
and the tipaos concerned will escort the surveye4 
ing party on their expedition of selecting the line. 
| Let all reverentially observe this most important 
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<Vicenor's REPLY CONCERNING THE = Hgzenou 
| Tron Mine. : 
be reply to a report concerning the opesing 
of the Hsuchou iron mine in Shantung, H.E. 
the Viceroy states as follows: The Hsuchon 
iron mine, called the Le-Kuo or “ Nation- 
profitting” mine, has produced some samples 
of excellent ore, and the coal in its vicinity 
js not of ‘inferior quality. Moreover, the mine, 
being situatedin the vicinity ofthe Wei-shan Sree, | { 
transportation of theiron will- be convenient. 
From i ee the iron oo ve eo ported 


an ( stem 0 pa oi beestablithea 
north and south, this ‘mine will supply all the 
_ requisite material ; and should railways come 
into vogue in the near future, the mine will 
form an excellent source ofiron supply. Foreign 
engineers have repeatedly been sent to inspect 
the mine, and their report is that China can set 
up in that locality an establishment as extensive 
as Krupp’s in Germany, the iron in thé 
' mine being able to furnish all the materials 
“required. Should the necessary workshops and 
furnaces be set up, the out-put of iron will be’ 
“jnexhaustible. The only drawback to its opening. 
at present is the insufficiency of capital. It is. 
proposed. to select a mining engineer of pre- 
eminent ability, and send him to Hsuchou to 
take a final and thorough examination before 
“definite steps be taken to develop the mine. | 
Ma Taotai, Director of the China Merchants, is 
to arrange with the American merchant Wh 
Barker, if he should come with a mining 
engineer, to have him sent to examine the mine, 
“i ertain whether the ore is really sufficient 
“to warrant developing, whether the veins are 
_ really extensive, and whether it would be pro- 
_ fitableto work the mine. All these details when 
: definitely ascertained #@liould be embodied in 
“a report to me, so. at action may be taken 
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currency. simKfin, however, the cam@ is quite 


different. re the -n no longer represent 


a cash value, and being inconvertible have given 


rise to abuses greater than any ever resulting 
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THE CURRENCY QUESTION IN KIRIN, 
‘EXCESSIVE ISSUE OF PAPER MONEY. 


The Governor of Kirin states that the currence 


fee ~ teen of Kirin is. carried on on 
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| trading. 


‘rom the financial expedients of the Sung dynasty. 


The commercial transactions of the town are all 
based on a gigantic system of credit, against 
which prohibitions have been issued from time 
to time without effect. The origin of the system 
lgy in its con yee, for use in the market, 
where money \ quired to ;x@s rapidly from 
hand to hand, and in course of time its use was 
extended until it assumed its present dimen- 
sions. and afforded facilities to dishonest 
merchants for*.fraudulen® pr&tites and over- 
The notes were put on the market 
without any regard to the capital possessed by 
the establishment issuing them, and _ people, 
seeing that they could buy sycee or goods with 
mere paper, naturally preferred to hide away 
their cash, and make gain without employing 
money at all. Merchants who came to the city 


‘to trade, observing the high price of silver and 


articles of commerce, feared that they would lose 
heavily on any goods purchased there, and took 
thejr cash to*gther places “where they could | 
invest it better. The consquence Was that there 
is an unusual scarcity of cash in Kirin, and that) 
prices have gone up to an enormous height. 
The soldiers and officials suffered more than any 
other part of the population. By an old regula- 
tion a part of theirisalary was paid out of the loca! 
revenue, and to begin with was issued at a dis- 
count of twenty per cent, The chief source of 
revenue is tax upomYistilleries, paid’ in- incon- 
vertible paper, of which it took considerably over 


| four tae to a make a tael, but which was issued 


to the officials and soldiers at the rate of three 
tino tothe tael. But this did not represent the 
total loss. The other citiesin‘ e Province 
would not accept the inconvertible paper of 
Kirin; therefore the soldier was obliged, if he 
vised to return, home, to exchange his paper 
money for silver at the current high market 
rates. When he reached home he had to con- 


vert his silver into cash, and as the price of 


} 


| 


silver was lower than in Kirin; he again sustained 


a heavy loss. The country people who brought 
produce into town found themselves unable to 


sell it unless they took the price in paper money, 
and as this was utterly useless in_the country 
they were obliged to exchange it at a ruinous 
loss before returning. Vendors of firewood 
and other poor creatures who had carried heavy 
burdens from a long distance into the city 
would often want a few cash to buy food to 
appease their hunger, and would find themselves 
unable to obtain it, to such a pitch had the 
abuse of the currency system attained. After 
a consultation with the local civil and military 
authorities, memorialist drew a set of regula- 
tions for reducing the price of silver, and placing 
the copper and paper money on a uniform 
basis, and took steps to have them enforced 
among the mercantile community. During a 
specified period, when outstanding notes were 
presented for payment, at least twenty per cent. 
of the amount was to be given in cash, and 
after the third moon of next year, the further 
issue of inconvertible paper was to be entirely 
discontinued. It is feared, however, that in 
making such a radical change a difficulty might 
at first be experienced in obtaining sufficient 
cash to meet the requirements of trade. The 
late Governor proposed to open a local mint for | 


a ee eerntncenererreman ep it enna ee Rn A a ec among Ween 


the coinage of cash, but the difficulty of procur- 
ing copper renders this scheme unsuited to the 
exigencies of the case. Kirin draws from the 
Board of Revenue in Peking quarterly subsidies 
for defence purposes, and half yearly allowances 
for the maintenance of a drilled force in the 
province. It is suggested that of each of these 
payments Tls.10,000 should be issued in copper 
cash at an exchange of 3,000 cash to the tael, 
and be forwarded in carts to Kirin along with 
the remittances in silver. Or if it is thought 
better, the Board might direct one of the 
provinces which coins copper cash and_ has 
commynication by séa with Manchuria, to for- 
ward a similar amount of cash by steamer to 
Newchwang, whence it could be sent overland 
to Kirin, where it might be used in the payment 
of salaries instead of a direct remittance from 
the Board.— Referred to the consideration of the 
Board of Revenue. | 
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The following edict of H. M. the Empress Regent 
has deen received : 

In the first month of this year the marriage of 
the . H. M, | the Emperor will be celebrated; in the 
second month the celebration of H. M. the Emper 
taking over the Government will take place. Every- 
where under the Heaven JSud JOY reigns on account 
of thi.’ ‘We are of opinion that these happy events | 
will find the same joyous sympathy in other countries 
as in our own, Since the treaties of peace and lriend- 
ship have been concluded with all the nations, friend- 
ship and good relations with them have grown 
stronger and more intimate. The Ministers 3" Il 
the nations (freaty powers) residing at Peking ave 
always ‘with their whole hearts worked in this sense, 
and it seems therefore Our duty, on thé occasion of the 
happy événts whith we ndw célébrate, to offer them 
an opportunity to take part in our joy. Prince 
Ching and the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén shall 
therefore on a day to be fixed by them prepare a 
banquet at the Tsung-li Yamén to Mr. von Brandt, 
Mr. Denby, Mr. Shioda, Sir John Walsham, Mr. 
€oumany,2? Mr. ~ Rodriguez; Mf ‘Lentaire, Mr. 
Verhaeghe de Naeyer, now residing at Peking, 
and offering them also, as a present coming from Us, 
a sceptre and a piece of satin. To Mr. de Luca and 
Mr. Ferguson, who are absent from Peking, these 

presents will also be sent. 

So let expression be given to Our belief that the 
happy events at our Court will be received by all 
the Powers with which we entertain friendly rela- 
tions with the same feeling of joyful sympathy?” ° 

To the Tsung-li Yamén for the execution of Our 
orders. 
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The following edict of H. M. the Empress Regent 
has been received: 

In the first month of this year the marriage of 
the H. M. the Emperor will be celebrated; in the 
second month the celebration of H. M. the Emperor 
taking over the Government will take place. Every- 
where under the Heaven loud joy reigns on account 
of this. Weare of opinion that these happy events 
will find the same joyous sympathy in other countries 
asin ourown. Since the treaties of peace and triend- 

> ship have been concluded with all the nations, friend- 
re ship and good relations with them have grown 
stronger and more intimate. The Ministers of all 
the nations (treaty powers) residing at Peking have 
always with their whole hearts worked in this sense, 
and it seems therefore Our duty, on the occasion of the 
happy events which we now celebrate, to offer them 
an opportunity to take part in our joy. Prince 
Ching and the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén shall 
therefore on a day to be fixed by them prepare a 
banquet at the Tsung-li Yamén to Mr. von Brandt, 
Mr. Denby, Mr. Shioda, Sir John Walsham, Mr. 
Coumany, Mr. Rodriguez, Mr. Lemaire, Mr. 
Verhaeghe de Naeyer, now residing at Peking, 
and offering them also, as a present coming from Us, 
a sceptre and a piece of satin. To Mr. de Luca and 
Mr. Ferguson, who are absent from Peking, these 
presents will also be sent. 

So let expression be given to Our belief that the 

‘happy events at our Court will be received by all 
the Powers with which we entertain friendly rela- 
tions with the same feeling of joyful sympathy. 

To the Tsung-li Yamén for the execution of Our 
orders. 


waiteacc “ 
SS A ae 
¢ a S55 , 
uae Ne A i 
. 
* 
vo 
” wed w . 
apn oo ha Sai ae PR arate 
My 
1 
* 
‘ F . A, 
_s Ff es 
5) ind ~ 
4, A * 
oe tin, ees 
Peery 3 
a a fy 
is we fe 
. e 


am pegs Oo 
4 4 
z 5 
ort 


° 
a 
F 


Poe LEY ot 


tod ee 1S ee mans je 


—— 


is 7 > = : oe ee Grats). a OAL, eee? . ‘Fai 
: er a 4 hehe *t ee iene i A MA 
é y & ; 
? 
3 
: 
. 
eee BAN 
-_ 
“ 
, 
| ‘eo 
> 
* 
e 
Se 
. 
; se y= Naini Pap 
we tee 
“ Bruton 
ering . . aan OE ATES Ra 
: ae - i ENE pee ae ag 
- * Se ee ee 
- 
ae anaen ’ Pen Dene DE AY a ea WN RR TREY Ager ng 
- 
‘ 
- » - + a a ey ow ee a tent) CMe ht Wes Se Cee eae, tats 
we Rom : RAT coy oy ait i dinate ais 7 . “~ iy Pie etal rah ee 1 fe etna 
e 
| R a ny 
8 PME AC AIA EMIS | BORO WS AOD ea) Xe wy : es 
” 
rs 
; 
: ; 


, & 
APR 23 1889 


ai 


CEIVED: 


N 


2p ASSISTANT SECRETARY, S 


Cechaaeerco. et ea , 


APR. 24.1889. 


DIPLOMATIC BUREAU. F 
APR®> 1880 


init. "hpegiunegdee a Remit inlen ates f 


eek beans meamnee- vide — tae se pee means Nem hoor ee 
= Se os oe ee ee path Sea oh hapaie wet oe Qa oe Se a yk . 


-” 
Fi pe RE 5 ete ny 


me we OL ps eee 


. 


~ 
> 


be 


Mile Aveta sabes Haat ge pcgaaen ion Pane es os. * ie 


parent gamete Sallie RD  dibtgers gts iaetnar- 


. 


- Hen Bay 


oe tad 
~*~ 


a 


SPRY 


i OR IE 8 ty RES 


Mae aang 


Pvt bse 


ee Sr a a SP PES Uk pea pene ipo < 
- i i aa sai li i . be al 4 


pemeee yo) 


Ot rg Set heh gk ™ 
PIRES PO a oth aaa Ot ae Oe a 


ae 
ty, ah Soe Jo 


eee te, nat AAA ue Od. nt a 


ceil has 


Wha 
c.. Ht le, OP am ae freer LPP <, Cy, 
c Le C4 LL, De. CL Ct 7 Ca aes ky 
: : i. ™ 2 
XA es, 1 #4 | hits vba at a A, coho aa 


Aaticn wt, phar cpppig 


\< 


Ldiban Susy of © A.¢-€f? ont? ee 
ke 2 PD rpctek HX Se ff, 


é PEAS, Lares ale 


OAR gt i FE TTR RAE pt, 


5 eal oe aise ¥, 


sieeeteeeen ane 


: 
; 
é 
; 


dl 
a 


PE ae 


2 ety 


AO”, othe 


ae bs 
bie on, 
OS» ete 


bc! 
«ges 
ry ee 
? 


DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 


APR 24 i889 aga APR&4 1... 


Ae E> “ia OES: Sig SoA Nalin ete AEE 


- y/ 


TI#HtTY .. eC, WY 


ca 


le oseeteteniateindaaecianaian — 


wn had 


aap GT nee ee ae DIPLOMATIC BUREAU. 


e 
— a 


APR 23 1889 fx, ASSISTANT aN APRE4 1889 
S J || tek by aubyect— — BTV... 


\ APR 24 1889 —F 
a 


Kagation OK the 0S ee 
Vedong Harek §* /88Y. 


~t— Ff es ww +l 


Aefly x etn gen fre Lo Oreecckants 


(RKcLaliona — on ees NA — 


i ee en ees 


sie sakenoinderiios ORGAN Yee) HEP 


A° $y2. 


— % (Ke me a Wakes. 
Ching Thaw 1th g = /8389. 


-o tke *Conorabts 
Pheri 4 i AYAre, 
ij 
aE % DlaZe. 
Urashang ion, AS. GS. 


Der: 


Oli ig KK, lees é 


Cnckgas, Remeicnté. a tra nalation 


nf ha me fley ~ thee ee aria 
‘ Mumia hens x TK Koreegn ifs, 


fo sna a i a an a Coreging 


fe frie dations x tie eta hen t 
Ko Fors Siny seed CK Confiercy, om 


oO occaecon Uy Xo imaanape 


aricwes 


8 SAP EE TONE FS eae AN te M ES HEIN CAITR REC RTOS toe emm ON to OM OTE . 


AP/0O.- 


Rehing Marnk o¥ /889. 


Your eellercc yy 
Me Pumce ancl 

omits Ames. tn of S Gy. CnPe, 
fo rece Your Gxeelaney 


OR frrunteck im &~ me, 
a <1 Tur eclhe nex/% 


Communrcakmn ,@~nek ,~AdI mn 


, 


Cee ley Corinth aend €kKca refley , 


* 


r es ri fora a Tast» | 


{ 
: 
oe 
f 
2 
Ps . 
: 
— 
eae nS tare 
. 
. 
© ale ten so 
Raia 
Re) * 
Nee) 
. q we 
° i bug, ag s > af - nw © wet yoerttr gs 
4 
; hs 
‘a3 2 
A ~y an 
- t J 
| ‘4 ~ ate 
: e~ 
{ 
PAS . hl t 
@ « t a 
s 
o ve bod ‘ 
¥ 6 Sane ere one aes 
. Ye 
e . 
* « “ . - 60 REDS «te 
w 4 
fi 
8 
¢ ~ : ‘ ~ « aN - ‘ 7 tees en ae 
wot 
: » > ee : . 
- Oe ae 
Z AAS SSS gts 
at fs hes sa om . - EP AAPTTET Fe . ‘- CP OE a tLe 


PERT ORES ND AE NEN LIN GE eS WEY BLES 
oe 


DIPLOMATIC BUREAU. 


degation X the Lhouted Rlales. 
Veking, Marck 8% /889. 


Mc, ASantn, Lo the 
ars 


Cnelkeres refhort aK ae tote ews ccs 


ET Senge s Ie 


"noma 5 
ea 
* 
& 
e * , : : 
rf 
or . 
F \ %,. “se : 
~~ * * 
’ 


Sd 
2 sdneaiignal ae of 
” 


. — 
> 
p ._ 
7 
_ ' 
> 
: . . . . > 
a ? 
PP - 
* " : 
ws : 
at * 
? - | ' 
ef 
e.- 
— 
nd 
2 nail 
r 
@ 
_ 
: Prva. Ak 
4 
t 
: . . go a 
‘ Se yh a ~ Oe weer ¢ oe r “a : 4 
% 
ny 
a 
* 
gs ae | 
eo $i sal a wee ' 
bea "Ys =f o. x te 
, : . Sc ae i . BM VERS 


- 


¢ 12. ae” 


wa 
» 
i 
* 


> 
» 
. 7 
ee ‘ ‘ 
s ®# 
. : . 7 . 
e 
. > 
" Res 
= 
cd ‘ : ; 
« ‘ Z | 
t 
‘ » 
e~ 
_ 
, 
» ¥ 
t 
vee 4 
x 
an ial 
*- 
* | 
we fib pn Aaa td age! PIRATE Mn RACE RS ST TORY WRN MM S86 ot TG sas $3 tg 
’ 
; ee yd ‘* 4 
ERR 40 ANI ae om 
bi Mie Sd vt 5 ae 
; ay baie rg 8 oF: pe £ Re ES iar Nets Es 
- PEP > i ia atta it ns ss 


é > 
: FI Me 
~ 
¥ 
— 
‘ 
" 
mee aii aie AUS A, gp BL ATED 
x “ SERV epee? 
% 
hee ie " ti: 
° 
: 
pee ie 
oye AE as 
m : : 
Ty . : 
4 : : 
‘age Ladin oe Pip be pits ; 
a" ‘ ; 
bare aac ¥ Coane Sas 
‘ ' & ~ 7 
mr at poet ia ho 
Phan) Cay cree 


AP SZy. 


Coking, TMharek 8% 1889. 


SoeE aS ee 
on RR MONIES NL Se OS Ea 
(Nhe * Sa ae B20 35 Rey) 8 Sew ae eee aeRO ee Seatest. pol ales 


ei 
. 
4 
. 2 
: i 
.? 
; 
: 
P 
| 
a 


Pink Cha hive Lo Ox, 
Qeor 


_ 


by 
rug © Ow ole Claemi aevvantk as 


Cne€orcere 
i Chiifirng 6 HhevCh: i Marky 


Kaecrr, Skangkai, eb. /9* /889. 


TS eee J 5 oe | 4. E23 


; 


dere A. 6: 40... hake. /5~ 1889 


~~ LI HUNG CHANG. 
The following concludes Mr. Norman's 


letter given yestepday :— 

When he had once started, the Viceroy 
was willing to go on. Of course, I asked 
him about the qcestion of Chinese immi- 
gration to the United States. “I under- 
stand,” he said, as nearly as 1 remember, 
‘*that the newspapers have a great deal of 
influence in America. Well, tell them from 
me that I ask them to refer the matter to 
their sense of justice. They make profes- 
sions of dealing justly with all the world. 
| How have they dealt with China? They 
| refuge us citizenship, they suffer our people 
to be murdered or expelled by armed mobs, 
they shut us out of their country, except 
under certain severe restrictions, and 
then when we agree to these, they 
break them off and exclude us alto- 
gether. China has never done so false 
and unjust an act as that. Yes, we have 
agreed to a good many of these restric- 
tions, but we shall not agree to any more. 
China is able now to take her own position 
among western nations, and she will do so. 
Shall we retaliate? I cannot say. We are 
verfectly abla, and the temptation is great. 
Ve shall not Submifin silence’'to outrage and 
treaty-breaking, but I hope and belfeve 
Americans will see how wrong they are and 
alter their recent laws for themselves. If 
not, the United-States and China will not 
be friends.” Now tell nie about your colo- 
nies. Has the Queen the right or not to 
order her colonies to act justly, to cancel 
unjust laws that they have made, and to 
punish them if they do not?’ I explained 
that the right doubtless rested in theory 
with the Imperial Government, but that in 
‘| practice it could hardly be exercised. 
**Then why call them colonies and subjects 
of the Queen,” returned the Viceroy ; ‘‘ why 
not say at once that they are independent 
and let us deaf directly with them?” ‘ But 
lis it a fact, or not,” I asked him, ‘‘ that 
the Chinese Government views the emigra- 
| tion: of its people with disapproval, con- 
sidering that their periodical religious and 
family duties render it imperative for them 
‘| to remain in China?” ‘*The Chinese Go- 
vernment,” was the severe and diplomatic 
‘| reply, ‘‘demands for its subjects the rights 
| that are accorded to them by solemn treaty, 
_|and the same favours that it accords to the 
subjects of other friendly powers.” ‘* And 
| with regard to Australia—?’ ‘‘ At present 
we are at the s of protest.” ‘ And 
afterwards—f’ ‘‘I cannot say.” 

To the above I may add two pieces of 
news in a few works. The long projected 
railway from Tientsin to Senses. the 
port of Peking, from which city it is only 
13 miles away and about 80 from Tientsin, 
| is just about to be sanctioned by the Em- 
peror, the projectors’ petition having been 

sed on to the Throne backed by Li, the 

venth Prince, and the Marquis Tséng. 
Thie isa step of an importance which can 
hardly be exaggerated. And second the 
Wharton Barker ‘‘ American and Oriental 
Trust” scheme is about to be revived, but 
this time without Mitkiewicz, with con- 
cessions promised which have a real and 
great value, and with the co-operation of 
a certain amount of London capital. 

The Viceroy took his glass at last and 
we all drank, Mr. Lo translating, ** His 
Excellency wishes you a pleasant journey, 
and says you will please give a good ac- 
count of your interview with me in your 
newspaper.” Then the - Viceroy accom- 

nied me — his private courtyard and 

. Lo politely saw me into my chair. 
Henry Norman. 


Tientsin, Nov. 1888. 


CAR fe pe Mase Atta 6 


Se ee er ee er ee 


1 palit + Di = IN ety ym 


Ty EY ORE ong ham I tye) 
~ 


A TRE AN, ie ee mt oy cates’ Wy we ee Sas 


he 
ave 


v oe wer’ Fe “ a 


"Au 
“phn x tka oe . Waves - 
arr a Merck 8% /889. 


AecreLa ny x Ne ye 


Aichfecd. 
Forres cofkses, or” Cu2ztume- Ya yctte 
oor Laez saga % 8838 and 
leet % epi RAsnease ger ‘889. 


ee ee ee ee ee ie oe ee APE ip ce Ned MGR Te Mle OC a Mg Bor ORee ig AP MERA yA A TR 


{2 Suu. 


= Regia tim WK the United Slates. 
Peking _ Marck 8% /889. 

p> tig AE mioace 

fs fae 3s 7 ard 


DecreLary x Sale 


Cita “7 


9 Kkave Ka Kore & were, 
ancker achernXe ices. cokes %& 
the Oxcatoner oye che At 80 Orlober - 
Mecorniner’ (288, And Cree Cofror 


veeced>, (dru s and DLeacumns for 


ae 


3 
— 
: 
: 
2 
; tS 
eo 
F 
at 
Be? 
BS 3% 
q 
i 
4 
Fs 
i he 
3 RN 
ry 
of 
: 
i 3a 
* ie 
2 = 
12) 
: ea 
SOB 
, 3 
Bb 
= 
: , 
D1 
te 
3 
2s 
-_ | 
- ; ae 
7 
25 
b 
4 
ra 
= 7 
oa: « 
* 
¥ > 
es 
4 
: 
a of 
4 
4 ig 
i -e 
iy 
Bh SS 
ne tad 
, { 
ee: 
ae 
:! -* 
ae 
ce a 
t= a 
a Ae 
i 
'Z 
. = 
iy 3 
. a 
‘% 
By 
Mi & 
&2 @? 
*= 
aes 
4, 
oe te 
, hes, 
+ 
i 2 
5 
7. 
¥ val 
as 
ee 
ny 
Wer, 4 
> # 
te ee 7 
= ie bs 
24 
oe 
vt cm 
i “ed 
= ‘ 
ae 
ae oe 
oS og 
it oe 
ae eae 
re 
Fs 
1 Bes 
me 3h. 
> a 
By : 
on. 
& y 
s 
Pie 
fe 
i 
. 


1889. 


a 


forcegn Cracke or Kine Carer 


Gara rise. im. /Ene. Yromm Ahece 
Laide «kh “ffaarr Chat, a0 
Comfarech cennd tXe 2ame gecarter 
in /887, Kare Uems @ Kecrease 
cm XLered anck Keties hackea 
4 Tacks  /2%,7S/. 


~ ees mee 
haf —s % om Ke pork 


anc coast Crackle AHukes «8 de 
bik (mereaet 4n exrcrt clicks “a 
Mmarthech . ke Keercaae <% py Pe 
huty ane ekqem Chen 49 
Comcarcchar alte - 

Lika cnfork x Kervicne orl 
poy Dhanghes UWA KS — 
_— in /238,asr + agacnad 


L@UL9.72O fo am /887. 


¢ 


‘ P. | : : 
| “Je «@ 
Rmr<eloraurwe / im AP Sissf 


Sethe iitlnt ake 


¢ 


REPORT OF DUES AND DUTIES, OCTOBER- 
_ DECEMBER QUARTER, 1887 aND 1888 : 
CHINESE TREATY PORTS. 


1888. 1887. 
Taels. 


Taels. 
ang....,.. 125,095, 142,297 
211,907 
85,179 
69,842 
. 414911 
201,569 
147,117 
198,308 
],563,183 
270,964 
4,441 
501,777 


' 33549 
> 46) 260 
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¢ Total, ..'Tls.95,851,131.- 5,527,882 
while the following are the amounts 
received under the different heads as 


given in the Gazette :— 
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Ex port sikedbaselie ‘483 eee dy 
Cont Tred Duty... e4181b 


e y : 
"4,424,008 ar sony: 


Se 


Total,.,6,361,131 Tis. 6,627,882 
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25th February, 1889. 


Tue Yevttow River in CHILI. 

4a th Videroy Li acknowledges the Pegeipt on 
| th January of an Imperial Decree inform- 
ing him that the waters of the Yellow River 
‘would very soon be diverted into! their old 
‘channel, aod directing him to make timely pre- 
‘parations for the safety of the portion of the 
‘Tiver which runs through his jurisdiction. In 
reply, he states that the southern bank of the 
Tiver in the Tung-ming district and the northern 
‘bank in Ch‘ang-yiian and K‘ai Chow had already 
been strengthened in anticipation of the breach 
at Chéng Chou being closed at an early date. 
He again instructed the Intendant of the Ta 
Shun-kuang Circuit to see that the channel 
Was in a proper state for the reception of 
the water. At noon on the 21st January the 
water appeared at the upper station in the 
Tung-ming district, and during the night it rose 
to a depth of several feet. The current was 
very rapid, and its course being unimpeded, 
it carried down with it quantities of floating ice. 
At 10 a.m. on the 22nd January it reached 
the middle station, and by the morning of the 
23rd the lower station was reached. The 
direction of the water was towards Shantung, 
and in some places it was level with, while in 
others it was actually above, the fascines on the 
banks. Owing to the lowness of the. ground 
on the southern as compared with the north- 
-ern hank of the river, the force of the current 
was felt so strongly on the latter side that piles 
had to be driven in to keep away the floating 
masses of ice. So far the embankments have 
stood firm, and as measures are being taken to 
Strengthen them, it is hoped that all danger of 
floods may be averted. 
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: 27th February, 1889. 
“HONOURS DISTRIBUTED aT EMPEROR'S 
MARRIAGE. 


The greater part of this day's Gazette consists 
of Decrees issued by the Empress conferring 
honours or rewards on a large number of persons 
tocelebrate the joyful occasion of the Emperor's 
| marriage. 
| Among the members of the Imperial Family 
‘and persons attached to the Court, the principal 

recipients of favours are Prince Kung and Prince 
“)Ch'un. To both of these Princes are granted 
additional members of the bodyguard to attend 
j upon them, and further dignities beyond those 
| already enjoyed are bestowed upon their various 
sons. Prince Ch‘un will also draw from the 
Board of Revenue sixty thousand more taels 
' for the restoration of his newly acquired palace. 

A number of Mongol Princes and Dukes 
likewise receive marks of honour. The chief 
‘of these are two Korchin Princes, and the 

Princes: of the Alashan and the Karachin 
tribes, to each of whom is presented a Yel- 
low Riding Jacket. The rest on the list are 
permitted to use Purple Bridles. A third class 
are created Imperial Chamberlains, and a fourth 
are allowed the distinction of riding in the For- 
bidden City. Besides these special marks of 
favour all the Princes and lesser nobles who 
yearly visit Peking are presented with “ Dra- 
gon” Robes, one or more pieces or rolls of 
silk, and boxes of hat fringes according to their 
several ranks. : 

Lastly, the chair bearers who carried the 
young Empress into the Palacé receive two 
taels of silver each, and the torch-bearers 
one tael. 
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